The relationship between antepartum fetal heart rate, intrapartum fetal heart rate, and fetal acid-base status.
The relationships between antepartum baseline fetal heart rate, baseline variability, accelerations, decelerations, and fetal movement and intrapartum fetal heart rate, fetal acid-base assessment at delivery, and Apgar scores 1 and 5 minutes after delivery were studied in 290 mature pregnancies. There was a significant relationship between antepartum and intrapartum baseline fetal heart rate and baseline variability. There was no relationship between antepartum and intrapartum accelerations or decelerations. There was no correlation between antepartum fetal heart rate or fetal movement and fetal acid-base status at delivery or Apgar scores 1 and 5 minutes after delivery. There was a trend for decreased accelerations and decreased fetal movements to be associated with a low Apgar score 1 minute after delivery.